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November 23, 2010

Federal Election Commission

Attention: Jeff S. Jordan

Supervisory Attomey

Complaints Examination & Legal Administration
999 E Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR 6420 - Position of the St. Vrain Valley Education Association
Dear Mr. Jordan:

I represent the St. Vrain Valley Education Association (SVVEA) and its Presdient, Mr. Trip
Merklein (Merklein), in the above-referenced complaint filed by Benjamin DeGrow of the
Independence Institute. (I am enclosing a copy of the Statement of Designation of Counsel
signed by the new registered agent for the SVVEA small donor committee. See Exhibit A
attached.)

The complaint is dated Qctoher 26, 2010. It alleges that the SVVEA small donor committor
(SDC) registered in the State of Colorado under Colorado law, and not registered with the
Federal Elections Commission, violated federal law by making a contribution from the SDC to a
candidate for faderal office in Colorado’s 4™ Congressional District, Betsy Markey. The' facts
are as follows:

On July 1, 2010, Mr. Trip Merklein became president of the SVVEA. Prior to that time, he had
not held agy elective office with SVVEA nor had he been involved in the administration of the
SDC. He defeated an incumbent, Jerri Modrall, who, as of July 1, 2010, has no longer been
active in SVVBA. Mr. Merklein was unfamiliar with the law and rules regarding contributions
by state-registered SDCs to federal candidates.

On or about October 13, 2010, the SVVEA SDC made a contribution to the Markey campaign.
That contribution was reported to the Colorado Secretary of State on the October 18, 2010
“Report of Contributions and Expenditures” required by state law. The filing date on said report
was stated as October 14, 2010. See Exhibit B attached hereto. On October 22, 2010, the
Markey campaign returned the contribution to the SVVBA SDC with a letter explaining that
smajl donor comamitiees are a creature of state law and are intended to de used only for in-state
candidates. See Eixhibit C attached hereto. On October 29, 2010, an amended report was filed
by the SVVEA SDC indicating that the check to the Markey campaign had reen veturned and
was aredited back to the SDC’s balance. See Exhibit D attached.
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Federal Election Commission
Atteation: Jeff S. Jordan
November 23, 2010

Page 2

Re: MUR 6420

By letter dated November 17, 2010, SVVEA’s staff person, Francis Docherty, confirmed the
SDC's receipt of the returned check and explained that the change in leadership from Ms.
Modrall to Mr. Merklein had resulted in the inadvertent error by Mr. Merklein. Mr. Docjerty’s
letter further acknowledged that the Markey campaign had caught the error and returned the
check. See Exhibit E attached. :

The error in making 2 contribution to the federal campaign was corrected immediately by the
Markey campaign and, based on the letter from the campaign accompanied by the returned
check, also by the SVVEA SDC. The error was inadvertent and the result af nothing more than a
lack of experience and knowledge on the part of the new leadership of SVVEA. Clearly, mothing
surreptitious or deceptive was intended as the contribution was immedijately reported to the
reporting authority in Colorado and then quickly corrected with that agency.

We respectfully request that the complaint filed by Mr. DeGrow be dismissed. Immediately. If
you have any questions or concerss regarding the above, please contact me at 303-837-1500 or
mhbouser@colorado . Thank you.

Houser
General Counsel
Colorado Education Association

Cc:  Trip Merklein
Erax: Docherty
* Kay Burkett
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REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES. .. .
_ (CRS. 1-45-108]

FullName of Comnuitull’erson SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)

. .. |FUND-SMAEL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL
Lo .'-.'DONOR,. :

" Address.of Committee/Person:| 255 WEA VER PARK RO, SUITE 202

%, City, State & Zip Code:[LONGMONT CO 80501

... Committee Type:|Small Donor Committee

" Financial Institution:| .-
' Fihhn‘cihl Tostitution Address:| B _
. so0s D Numtn [goo45547437’ o ]
L- ot Rﬂpont»'lype. OCTOBER 18,2010 REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND
T EXPENDITURES -
{ Electionuriug Communlcaﬂon. No
) ;tegu'ii(ng_fqioa;' neginu_ip; Date: ogi;b/zpi'o " Bading Date: 10/13/2010
Declared Totul Spondinsxar-»lmm. [SB 000 00.
VUL See. &(1))
L Yoae T .._,.'.-_: ~ s ._. e Sroate _ ,'ﬁmﬂ‘ Detalled Summary Page
1 [Funds oii Hand at xhe Beg;nnlngof chot.’!mg Perlod (moneuw caly) .. $30,613.01
Z'Tota} Monlelary Cdnklbuuhnx (ime . " N $84].62
3 | Total 6 Monetary Contributions. & Beginning Amnnnt (line § #ine 2) : : $31,454.63
4 [Total Moretary Expenditures (iins 18) . $8,000.00
S |Funds onnnl ut.the Bnd o!hpenmg Period (monetary) (line 3 - line d) .. L . $23,454.63
'l‘he appropnateofﬁeer shtll lmpose a nenlty 6!850 per day for'éach day thata xeport fs filed
_ < late., . .
'___ 'I.j::_m. ._-_ ;._;_.- L , . lAnt xxvm See. 10(2)(2)) -
& se'gfimud Agent. szmmonmu. 2 . . TFiledDate: 1071472010

e it e S
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* DETAILED SUMMARY

RO

Full Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR

Reporting Biriod:

P

Beginning Date: 09/30/2010

Ending Date: 10/13/2010

6 | Moneﬁiﬂtemued E{i?r‘f.'.'::'f.’,‘::: so‘rmsg‘:'m; l\_;!ore {CR.S. 1-45-108(1) $0.00
e e
Y A é“l:mfﬁ:}]’ﬁm 5000
9 o ; 'rmgﬁ;:ﬂ; $0.00
o] ,._ KN Retnm(;m?:g;; (_tg ‘;!om_lr) So,qo
i “‘ ' | To.ul “m‘:ﬁ.’ ng«;ntg;wons_ $841.62
o] eNmm oo, s
131 o ?f.taégt:?mi‘:};?ofu a $841.62
14 Mondnry!tt-lzld m&mg&:&:;&gm (CXS. 1438.10802) | . $8,000.00
5 T'“*“‘:E:.".?.f.&’.?:f?::‘.ﬂ'“"‘“’," | 0%
17l " Retnnllea %’ﬁﬁ'{:ﬁu‘% reciplent) $0.00}
18y * " Tl ngrm f‘x}u:x_ghn.m £8,000.00
N © eenlaeay ...._." ggm%&‘w&wm | ) nty so.oo
zn Tbtﬁng::}gres = $8,000.00
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No data for.Schedule A - llemized Contributions

Schedule B - Itemized Expenditures Statement (520 or more)
(C.R.S. 1-45-108(1)(s)]

Full Name Df Commltteefl’ermn SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR

1. Date Brpended
10/13/2010 4. Name DEB GARDNER
2. Amount 5. Address 740 JUDSON ST.
$1,000:00 . [6 CityStteZip LONGMONT CO 80501
- Electioneering Commm? . [7Purpose - Coe
- No 8. Type * Cantributions”
1. Dale Expended [
10132610 T faName T MBLISSAHART
. 2.Amount  [S.Addess 2260 CLERMONT STREET
*,-$1,000.00 - *  |6.City/Swic/2ip DENVER CO 80207
Electionééting Comm? |7.Purpate -
No  |6.Type Conlributions
LDwEeded | ... -
10132010 .. |4 Name . .. HQUSEMAJORITY FUND PAC
2. Amurt ____,___;.jui_tm " 1410 GRANT STREET,B30S =
$2,00000". " _ |6, CitySmerZip DENVER CO . 80203
Blncmnlm(.‘mm’ PPnIpose S o
: ﬂo’ B Type Contributions -
1. Daté Exponded. -
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1171672010 TUB 13:k7 PAX

Kolilvivae

ClondAol e Name: LAURA M. HUERTA
2. Amount 5. Address 452 NORTH TENTH AVENUE
$50000 (6 CiySueerzip BRIGHTON CO 30601

Electioneering Comm? |7.Purpose -
‘No 8. Type Contributions

1. Date Exgonded
10/132010° - |4, Nashe CARY KENNEDY
2. Amouqt 5. Address 300 JERSEY ST
$1,000.00 6.City/Smw/Zip DENVER CQ §0220

Eloctioneering Comun? |7Puipose -
No® &.Typﬁ ’ Comributions”

i, 1. Date’Expénded - | .

2-Am:ﬂl_ e

101372010 [4. Name ANDY KERR
2 Amount  |S.Address 16805 IRIS WAY
$500.00° 6.City/State/Zip LAKEWOOD CO 80232
Electioneeriag Comm? |7.Purpose o
“Neo~ 8. Type ) c@:ﬁbuz{o}n':
T.DuwBapeaded |- - . .. .
104132018 - " {¢.Name . MARKEY FOR CONGRESS

PO.BOX 1333

", -S400000. |6 CinyState/2ip  PT.COLLINS CO 80522
Blectioneeing Comm? |7.Buigiose o
N 8. Type Contributions

HEE R
.
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1171672010 TUB 12:17 PAX Wyeerven

No data for Schedule C - Loans

‘Schedule D - Returned Contributions and Expenditures

Foll Name of Committee/Person: SAINT YRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)
FUND-SMALL PONOR COMMITTER (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR

Returned Contributions

Returned Expenditures



1106448304892
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No data for Scheduls E - Non-Monetary Contributions

No dats for Scheduls E - Non-Monetary Expenditures
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cohndohmycnue .
m Di' . . e e .
1700 Broadway, Ste. 270 . ’

Denver, CO 80250

Phe mnmmo 60 . L
Pax: (303) L69-4361 A A
Www sob Slis.cang : : :

) mon:r OF commmmons AND EXPENDITURES
(CR.S. 1-45-108)

Full Name of Commttzdrmon SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL
e DONOR

Address of Committee/Person: (255 WEAVER PARK RD. SUITE 202

- "City, State-& Z{p Code: L,ONGMONT CO. 80501 .
sl b 7 - Committee Type: ) Small Donor Cominittee

* Financial Ingtitution:| '

Financial Ingtitution-Address: esg:] . .. .
.« - - ..SO81DNOUMBER: Lzoo45647431
R Report Type:]OCTOBER.18; 2016 REPORT OF CON‘I‘RJBUTiONS AND

Electioneering q;;m!hniplt!ol;: Na. "

. .:,‘._‘ .

' -;jne_poi-ﬁ'ggre'rigid':, _ngix;ﬁiix:g bite: o9)3bfzow Ending Date: 10/13/2010

Daclmd 'Ioul Spendlng at {pnum)' [_s,ooo.oo

_ XXVOL Sec. (3 n A

W, ) .'.. .,-__ N ] . . ; :.- -. . -_':__. TotﬂlDeﬁiledS‘\unmnyPIge
1 Fumls on Hand at rhe‘\qglnnlng otRepornngrmd(mmwm) : - $30,613.01
2 [Total Monetary. Conq'ibllhonl Sfise il N $841,62
3 |Total of Molmnry Cnntmmtlonl & Begmning Amount ﬂlu 14 lmez) $31,454.63
4 'l'oul Monenryzxpudimu (line.18) : $6,000.00
S [Funds on Kand at tht End a:'i{epomng l’emd'imbie'n"ry) (ine3-lmee) © - $25,454.63

The qlpropnaﬂe omeer shan nnpose a penalty of $50 per day tor each day that a report is filed

N - Jate,
T e e LT AR, XXV See. 102)(0)]

- Regiskred Agent;- JEARIMODRALL™ * =*i '*. % FiledDate: 102942010
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QI vaey

DETAILED SUMMARY

A T

Full Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)

FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SYVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR

Reporting Perldd:  Beginning Date: 09/30/2010  Ending Date: 10/13/2C10

S Mm f"’?"?""‘(?ﬁ'b'f’..'::‘.‘:;::m.‘%“ff‘?f“ 410K $0.00
7| . _m'] mmhm ;}ﬁ?&'ﬁ?@“&i?""-‘“‘.'“ $841.62
:_Lﬁfi z. mé:hwmks:\%-dﬂc} K $0.00
’ e DS $0.00
ja| - Retured Conriuions o denen $000
o S T°"‘"‘%r':‘-‘,':¢'¥.5?'.’;?“‘.‘f°“" $841.62
a| "L ey S
B3 .., . - TetatCorfributions $341.62
4 M"f""’ R e $6,000.00
'3 . ?fm Mﬁ“ﬁm’fu”’:f:fﬁ‘:ﬁ:'a{:z;"‘“’” $0.00
L ‘&'.':;“&‘!:.’3'52%" ) $0.00
.1;' “‘“““m,?s’.?.a‘ﬁ?%;“"?'“" $0.00
wf o T mm?ﬁff oy res $6,000.00
i B 'aﬂmﬁ'{,‘m&%‘:ﬂ% $0.00
o Tom@%:af?ﬁf,“’? T $6.000.00
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11/17/2010 WED. 13:12 PAX

No data for Schedule A - lfemized Contributions

SRR LN TN

Quvarsrviy

" Schedule B - Itemized Expend{tures Statement ($20 or more)

[CR.S. 1-45-106(L)0)]

Full Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VEAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)

FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR

1. Date Expended
10132010 |o. Nuse

2. Amount S. Addregs
$1,00000 6. City/Suate/Zip LONGMONT CO 80501
Electioneering Comm? |7.Purpos .'e".-'. T

DEB GARDNER
740 JUDSON ST.

(0413/2000 . . - : |6 Nime ..
$1,00000 6. Cit/Suwzip DENVER CO. 80207

Blectionecring Comm? |7.Purpose,
No .  [s.pme

~ Ne': s_np,' Conuibnﬁom. o
1-meéd_ i e

*- MELISSAHART = ...

2260 CLERMONT STREET

L

Cqmribﬁ:iong

1. Date Bxpended

.. 10132010 |4.Naine _
$2,00000 . |6.CitSweZip DENVER £O 80203
Blectioneering Comat? |7.Purpese -

_ HOUSE MAJORITY FUND PAC

1410 GRANT STREET, B30

o
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107122018

2. Amount
**$500.00 -

Electioneering Commo?
No

1171772010 WED 13:13 PAX

4. Nume

5. Address

6. CityrState/Zip
TPupose

8. Type

LAURA M. HUERTA
452 NORTH TENTH AVENUE
BRIGHTON CO 80601

B el v et
.=l 7 Te '.‘F: "‘_,"..- P,

" Contributions

QYvasrvaw

1. Date Expended
101372010

4. Neme

2. Amott
$1,000.00

S. Address
6. City/State/Zip

Electioneering Chpira? -

7.Purpose
8. Type

CARY KENNEDY
300 JERSEY ST

_DENVER CO 0220

e
10132010

4. Name

2. Amgunt
$500.00

Blectioneering Comm? -
No .

5. Address:
6. City/StatelZip
7.Purpose
8. Type .

ANDYxm_m o
1680 S. RIS WAY: -
LAKEWOOD.CO '80232

Conteluiona

- e, .... e
1. Date Expended

101372010 .

2. Kf:_iaun:_,- S
$2,000.00

4.' N.m..e .t
5. Address

6. City/State/Zip

Electianeering Comm?

7.Purpose
8. Type.

MARKEY-FOR CONGRESS
PO BOX 1333
FT.COLLINS CO 80522

3

Co_nnibdﬁohl .

1. Dats Bxpénded ':
1071372010

-2 Aot
(52,000.00)

Blectioneering Coxm?
No '

S Nige..

“1s: Address

6. City/Sute/Zip
7.Purpose

MARKEY FOR CONGRESS

. POBOX 1333 -

FT.COLLINS.CO 80522

Cont':ibgniqn:_ o

LTy
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11/17/2010 WED 13:13 PAX guveruay

No data for Schedule C - Loans

Schedule D - Returned Contributions and Expenditures

Full Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA)
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR

Returned Contributions
Returned Expendituxes
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No data for Schedule E - Non-Monetary Contributions

No data for: Scheduls E - Non-Monatary Expenditures




